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L4 RE (mama hahu): careless/just so so/not good, not bad

KRR EA BX, EEEEREOTK ¢ ARNEHMERRHA.

In the Song Dynasty, there was a painter who liked to paint anything he felt like painting. Most
people could not understand his paintings.

— Al W BT A Rk, R ERAIACRIEM B D, Mt EFE RNE ELE S K BT

One day, when he had just finished a painting of a tiger' head, his friend came to ask him for a
painting of a horse. So, he painted a horse's body behind the tiger's head.

FAZ 1A At B RS R B, i "SHRE! "

His friend asked him if the painting was of a tiger or a horse. He answered "S5 /%% (mama hihu)
horse and tiger".

AR &F 2\, ek \ HETE.

His friend rejected his painting, so he put it up in his living room.

KILVFRT H b & B 2 4, fbid K, DLTF R, 23 2 D

His eldest son asked him "what was in the painting?” He answered, "a tiger." However, when his
younger son asked him he answered, "a horse.”

AA RILFHE 37T B BEAX KD B3R ZR H T, BX ARAS T EAMRE.

Shortly after this, his eldest son while hunting shot someone’s horse because he thought it was a
tiger. The painter had to pay the owner of the horse a lot of money.

Tl B ML b Rk EZR, 2N R AR £, ERPER W T.

His second son went out and saw a tiger and he wanted to ride it because he thought it was a
horse. But, when the boy tried to ride the tiger it killed him.

E MRG0, BIEE s T .

The painter was very sad, so he burned the painting.

These days the idiom is used to describe someone who is careless or situations and things that are
not special or just common.

LR E (mama hahu): careless/just so so

In Chinese, the phrase "5 [2 (mahu)" and "5 522 (mama hihu)" both can refer to people who
are careless.

Examples:

fib X AN B BB DR

He's a rather careless person.

RPGEE4ARE? How is your Chinese? 5 ER. Just so so.



